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July 28, 2025
<Sent via e-mail>

Dominic Restuccia

White House Liaison

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave SW
Washington, DC 20250

CC:
The Honorable John Thune, U.S. Senate
The Honorable John Boozman, U.S. Senate

RE: Support for USDA Inspector General Nominee John Walk
Dear Mr. Restuccia,

On behalf of the United Council on Welfare Fraud (UCOWF), we are pleased to express our
strong support for the nomination of John Walk to serve as Inspector General for the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

UCOWEF is the nation’s only professional association dedicated solely to the prevention,
detection, and prosecution of fraud within public assistance programs. One of our members
recently had the privilege of participating in a joint Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) fraud
operation led by the Department of Homeland Security’s U.S. Secret Service and USDA’s Food
and Nutrition Service. During this operation, our member observed firsthand Mr. Walk’s direct
engagement with senior leadership and staff from DHS, the U.S. Secret Service, and ICE. His
emphasis on interagency collaboration and his steadfast focus on combating fraud, waste, and
abuse was evident and deeply impressive.

Mr. Walk’s ability to unify federal, state, and local stakeholders to address vulnerabilities in
USDA programs — particularly the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) -
exemplifies the leadership qualities urgently needed in this role. With SNAP retailer fraud on
the rise and the number of USDA Office of Inspector General special agents at its lowest level
since the 1970s, strong, decisive leadership is critical. We are confident that, as Inspector
General, Mr. Walk will strengthen program integrity and ensure that taxpayer resources are
effectively safeguarded.

We respectfully urge your support for Mr. Walk’s nomination and stand ready to collaborate
with USDA to advance the shared mission of protecting public benefits from misuse.

Thank you again for your consideration.

Sincerely,
OM% Wilkwr—

Ashley Wilkes, President
United Council on Welfare Fraud
www.ucowf.net
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